
























r~bruary 22, 990

Memo to File
951 South Delaware

On February 20, 1990 Karen Chandler and Steve Short accompa-
nied Jerry Cody and Bill Crossland from the Fire Department
in an inspection of 951 South Delaware to investigate a com-
plaint of an oil-like liquid entering the basement of theresidence. 

The home is a late 1940's brick structure with a
2/13's basement under the west portion of the structure. Gas

nd water mains are located along Delaware Street. Service
ines enter the basement on the south side. Both natural gas
nd water lines have been replaced in the last few years.
lie sanitary sewer main is located in an alley in the rear of
He lot. The home drains by gravity to the sewer. The base-
~nt has a stool and several floor drains. One floor drain

i~ the southwest quadrant receives the water from an auto-
~~tic washer through a hose to a removed c1eanout plug in a
floor drain. The home has a natural gas furnace installed
~ithin the last five years, by the current owners who's

.U. 's initiQl date is 11/84. It has a coal chute door on
he south s i,de of the basement. There is a sma 11 concrete
qoting located next to the outside basement wa 11 jlust north

of' where the basement wall extends to the west for! tMe out-
:side yard entrance.. The footing does not serve any purpose
~ddaY, but may have served as a fuel oil tank foundation.

liis is due west of the sewer pipe that penetrates ithe base-
~nt floor that provides the loss of integrity tha:t has al-
qwed the pollutant to enter the structure.

t~e owners, Morris and Pearl Beckham guided us to an area at
tHe base of the interior stairs to the basement where the
~~nitary sewer pipe penetrates the basement floor to serve
the main floor. The pipe is located just inside th~ ~asement
w~ll and near the center of the west wall. There !is an out-;ide entrance stairway a few feet to the south of !th$ sewer

r;1'£~$f:}lV ipe. The outside entrance area is a continuatioh !of the
l:3.4S"£P7&tY7 asement concrete wall and appears to have been poured at the

same time. The pollutant observed is little more than a
I/J/lTEf- Stjain on the concrete floor, while a floor mat that had been
fI()~5~-IIJI t;J~ed to cover the stain smells very strongly of a die$el like(0 cdmpound. Simi lay" but less pronounced stains were! qbserved

1JII-p.ot.,(J ~~ severa 1 other locations at seems or cracks in tre floor.
~J etl~rle area of special importance is the installption of what
l;lf.IlrYJl- MY's. Bec kham ca 11 ed II perforated pi pe I' by ~ e:-'~I: 1~;:;~~~e~~; ,
Q?? / I ~~~t~--we-t"e'l'=--.fITo.e'f~~-+on-a45, 1~~ , i n 1 985 -aoFoc=--~,
9/7- ~r-~~nd~~~~ra~~-~Kham~ed the floor and in-

~tal1ed the pipe to eliminate a water seepage problem in the
9sement. ~he extent of the project can be estim,ated from
He ribbon patch in the concrete floor that extends from a
lioordrain near the centerwest portion of the basement east
0 the east basement wall and then south along the east wall
~proximately ten feet. This appears to be a illegal connec-
ilon of a groundwater footing drain to the sanitary sewer.
His possibl'y could have played a significant role in the
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~ urrent problem by lowering the high groundwater table so

hat a pollutant in the soil outside the basement wa11 could

ollow the cone of depression and migrate under the basement
100r.

~he yard of 951 South Delaware and surrounding homes were in-
~~stigated for signs of fuel oil tanks, drop tubes, or other
pbvious signs of hydrocarbon contamination. None were ob-~~rved. 

955 South Delaware, occupied by Mr. Coleman, was
also investigated. He is in excess of 90 years old and moved
nn the home in 1940. He could not recall the Beckhams home
bver using fuel oil. His basement was investigated with no
~rjdications of any similar pollutant problem. The basement

~d several active groundwater leaks that flowed across the
loor to a four inch clay pipe located in the south basement

~~ll, floor interface. This pipe does not appear to be con-
r~cted to the sanitary sewer and may be tributary to a storm
p~wer. We also received permission from Mr. Coleman to pump
~ old hand pump in his backyard. A few gallons was pumped
~~d no odor or sheen was observed. We did not inspect the
Hedrick home at 961 South Delaware.

~e did observe some elevated L.E.L
fewer in Grand street.
r,

readings in the sanitary
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